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Does Ecotourism still exist?





Definition

“Ecotourism is responsible travel to natural areas 
that conserves the environment and improves the 
well-being of local people”

(TIES, 1990)



Principles of Ecotourism

ÅMinimize impact

ÅBuild environmental and cultural awareness and respect

ÅProvide positive experiences for both visitors and hosts

ÅProvide direct financial benefits for conservation

ÅProvide financial benefits and empowerment for local people 

ÅRaise sensitivity to host countries' political, environmental, 
and social climate
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Ecotourism
1980s

Sustainable Tourism
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Definition

“Sustainable tourism meets the needs of present 
tourists and host regions while protecting and 
enhancing opportunities for the future”

WTO
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Source International Tourism Partnership



What is the difference between 
Sustainable Tourism and Ecotourism?



Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary

Image flick.com



Trends
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Georgia 9.4%

New York 5.7%

Illinois 5.6%

Alabama 4.9%

Texas 4.5%

New Jersey 4.2%

North Carolina 4.1%

Pennsylvania 4%

Ohio 3.6%

Source Visit Florida
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Canada 
3,100,000United 

Kingdom 
1,300,000

Brazil 
1,100,000

Mexico 
332,000

Germany 
306,000

Top International Markets 2010



Global Tourism Growth Rate 4.2% 
predicted 2016

International tourism receipts surpass  $900 billion by 2010

Source World Tourism Organization



Is there a demand for 

sustainable tourism?



TripAdvisor (2010) 

38% said that environmental-friendly tourism is a consideration

34% are willing to pay more for an environmentally friendly hotel

25% are willing to pay a premium of 5 - 10 %

12% a premium of 10 - 20%

Source World Tourism Forum 2011



Lonely Planet (2007)

70% state that they have travelled in an environmental friendly way

90% declare that they will consider sustainability when they travel in the 
future



travelhorizons (2009) 

9 % of U.S. consumers are willing to pay more for green travel options 

3% have purchased a carbon offset

78% consider themselves as environmentally conscious



Sustainably Aware Tourists 22% of global demand (14% US)

Sustainability Awareness is more often found in people with higher education

Hochschule Luzern, April 2011



Ecotourism

1980s

Sustainable 
Tourism
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?
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http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/specials/sus-dest/sus-dest-geotourism.html


sense of place…
historic structures

living and traditional culture

landscapes

cuisine

arts

flora and fauna

Source Flickr.com
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http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/specials/sus-dest/choices-dest-spc.html


Tourism can destroy tourism…


