Rookery Bay

National Fstuarine Rescarch Reserve

FACTSABOUT KEEWAYDIN ISLAND

KeaewaydinIdand, oneof thelargest unbridged barrier idandsin southwest Florida, ismanaged for you
by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’sRookery Bay Reserve.

Theidandisasanctuary for an abundance of wildlife. It isalso animportant recreational destination for
resdentsand tourists.

Contrary to somerumors, thereare no plansto restrict humansfrom using the south end of Keewaydin
Idand. To makesurethat wildlifeand humansare ableto co-exist on theisdand we have established some
rues

e Dogsmay be on the beach but they must be leashed

o Whileonfoot avoid waking on beach vegetation

¢ When anchoring your boat onthe gulf side or the bay side, place the anchor away from dune
vegetation

e Wildlifeshould not befed or disturbed
e Takeyour litter with you whenyouleavetheidand
e Enjoy making sand castles- pleaserefill your holeswhen you havefinished

We haverecently increased the law enforcement presence on Keewaydin |sland to protect iland visitors
andthewildlife speciesthat livehere.

Team OCEAN volunteersare hereto hel p us manageidand resourcesfor your use through education not
enforcemen.

What Can You Do to Help??

o Work with usto protect theisland’snatural beauty so future generations can enjoy what you are
enjoying today

¢ Report violationsto the FloridaFishand Wildlife Conservation Commission at 888-404-3922
e BecomeaTeam OCEAN volunteer

For moreinformation contact the Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserveat 417-6310 or at
www.rookerybay.org. Enjoy your visit! e
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