
News from...
Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve

Rookery Bay, located in southwest Florida, is recognized as one of the few remaining pristine, mangrove-forested estuaries in the U.S.  The Reserve is 
managed by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas, and as part of the National Estuarine 

Research Reserve System it serves as an outdoor classroom and laboratory for students and scientists from around the world. 
(239) 417-6310  www.rookerybay.org   300 Tower Rd., Naples, FL 34113 (located off Collier Blvd. 1 mile south of U.S. 41/East Tamiami Trail)

Endangered Sea Turtles from Gulf Oil Spill Released in Rookery 
Bay Reserve

The Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research 
Reserve was recently the release site for more 
than 100 endangered sea turtles.  The released 
turtles were juveniles, roughly two to three years 
of age and less than 30 cm in length.  Most of 
the turtles had been recovered from the Northern 
Gulf coast following the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill, and were cleaned and transported to 
rehabilitation facilities operated by the National 
Audubon Society, Sea World, Mote Marine 
Lab, and the Florida Aquarium. Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission worked 
in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Conservancy of Southwest 
Florida to coordinate the release event. 
The Rookery Bay Reserve, comprising 110,000 
acres of pristine mangrove forested wetlands 
and barrier islands, was chosen as the release 
site based on the results of previous research 
funded by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA).  Researchers involved 
with that project counted more than 250 Kemp’s 
Ridley turtles in the Ten Thousand Islands study 
�D�U�H�D�����F�R�Q�¿�U�P�L�Q�J���L�W�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���D�V���D���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O��
aggregation site for this species.

�2�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W�����������¿�Y�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J��������
Kemp’s Ridleys, agency personnel, staff from 
participating rehabilitation facilities, and local 
�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�U�L�S���W�R���W�K�H���7�H�Q���7�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G��
Islands. Subsequent release events on September 
16 and October 8 returned 59 Kemp’s Ridleys 
and four green sea turtles to the waters in the 
same area. 
�5�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���W�X�U�W�O�H�V���D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V��
painted on their shells, and some also have metal 
�À�L�S�S�H�U���W�D�J�V���P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���V�R�P�H�Z�K�D�W���H�D�V�\���W�R���V�S�R�W��
by boaters in the Ten Thousand Islands vicinity.

Green turtles eat sea grass and algae and as 
adults weigh about 300 pounds.  They are found 
worldwide and occasionally nest on Reserve 
beaches. 

Each turtle was removed from its plastic bin, tags 
recorded, and carefully placed into Rookery Bay 
Reserve waters.  

Kemp’s Ridley turtles eat crabs and are the smallest 
sea turtle species, weighing up to 100 pounds.  
Although they do not nest in Florida (nesting 
beaches are mostly in Mexico) juvenile turtles are 
commonly seen in Gulf waters.  Their natural range 
extends into the Caribbean and up the Atlantic 
coast.

Rookery Bay
Environmental Learning Center

November Events

November 3, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Lunch-N-Learn
This monthly lunchtime lecture series features 
Ed Carlson who will discuss Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary. Lunch is provided by Carrabba’s. Free 
for members, $5 non-members.  

November 3, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Quick Start Your Kayak
An introductory level course to paddling.  Cost 
�������������������P�H�P�E�H�U�V�������5�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��

November 8:  Online registration opens for SW 
Florida Nature Festival �¿�H�O�G���W�U�L�S�V��

November 15
America Recycles Day
Receive $1 off admission with used techno-gadget 
(cell phone, laptop etc.) for the recycling bin.

Wednesdays and Fridays
Two-Hour Guided Kayak Tours
Explore the estuary with a Rookery Bay naturalist.  
�&�R�V�W���������������������P�H�P�E�H�U�V�������5�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��

Open: Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Admission: $5 adults, $3 kids 6-12, under 6 FREE.   
Daily programs offered at 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.


